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The Weekly Parish Light 
                                                   September 20, 2024 

 
St. James Episcopal Church ∙ 2 S Augustine St.  ∙ Wilmington DE 19804 ∙ 302-994-2029 

 
From the Rector – The Rev. Sarah Nelson 

 

Life seems to go along smoothly until you hit a bump in the road.  Then 
everything seems out of whack.  For so many reasons I miss our beloved 
Marti La Rue.  While she is home convalescing, I hope that you are 
including her in your prayers. 

One of the many reasons that I miss Marti’s presence is her infectious 
energy and ability to take chaos and make it seem manageable.  As the fall season, the 
program season of the church begins anew there is much that is happening.  The 
challenge is to make all of that controllable. 

I this week, I thought that I would simply give you a calendar for the coming months.  
Marti would have all of this neat and readable but please bear with me. 

September 29.  Celebrating the Forrest.  Academic session with our young people.  
Kids are encouraged to bring school work.  Lunch will be served.  Adults volunteers 
welcome. 

October 6. The Feast of Saint Francis 

Bring your beloved pets or photos of them, we will also name those pets that we have 
loved and lost. 

Please bring a lawn chair as we will be meeting outside. 

Breakfast will be available following worship. 

October 13 recognizing Yon Kippur.  Yon Kippur is  one of the High Holy Days in our 
Jewish heritage.  It is a day of atonement.  Our world seems filled with division and 
bad feelings.  Yom Kippur gives us the opportunity to wipe the slate clean and begin 
anew.  We first make peace with one another and then approach the altar of God. 

The term scapegoating has roots in Yom Kippur.  Come for a special surprise guest to 
help us let go of past hurts and move confidently into the future. 
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October 20.  Vestry 

 

October 27 academic meeting with young people 

 

November 3 Feast of All Saints 

Please bring photos of your loved ones for the Ofrenda.  We will view the film Coco 
after church. 

Wow that’s a lot.  Our worship is intended to be dynamic, moving, and exciting.  
Hopefully the weeks ahead will be the opportunity for the Holy Spirit to move us and 
direct us in our worship and throughout our lives. 

Faithfully, 

Sarah 
 

September 22, 2024,  Wilderness Sunday  
 

SUNDAY’S LITURGIES – Old Testament: Genesis 2:4b-22  Psalm: Psalm 96: 10-12 
  New Testament: Acts17:22-28   Gospel: John3:1-16 
 

LAY MINISTERS –    

Director of Music Ministry:  Dr. Michael Larkin          Greeter:     Penny Geist & Rory Geist 
Worship Leader:   Mary Hammond                Usher:   Penny Geist & Carol Hall  
Old Testament Reader:    Tom Hutt                        Altar Guild:  Janice Fischbach  
New Testament Reader:     Tom Hutt                         Counters:   Tom Reilly  
Acolyte:  Tom Reilly 
 
 

Sunday School is available for all children during the 10:00 am worship service.  Sunday 
School Lessons are planned to match the Lectionary reading for the week. A discussion about the 
lesson and a craft or activity will follow. The children join their families in church for the 
Eucharist, or if Miss Tina is singing in the choir, the children will come in during the peace. All 
children are welcome to attend our class, even if they are not here every week or are just visiting. 
Please ask a Greeter to direct you to the classroom.  
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PARISH PRAYER LIST – Please see the last page of this newsletter and pray for those in need of our prayers 
for strength, guidance, or healing, especially Linda White, Jessica Absher, Butch & Betty VanHekle, Penny 
Wilhelme, Marti LaRue, Sandy Grim, George Fischbach, Jim Bender, Ann, Carmen Scott, Diane Geist, Lindsey, 
Kira, Preston, Cindy, Dave, Joyce Beattie, Bob LaRue, Dean, Dutch, Chris, Amanda & Annabella, Jeannie 
Trotto.  
- Pray for those who have died. 
 
Anyone wishing to have someone placed on or taken off the prayer list may email Stjamesnew@verizon.net 
or call the church office at 302-994-2029.  
 

 
A Prayer for Families: Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being, we humbly 
pray to you to guide and govern us by the Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
daily life, we may never forget you, but remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER – Pray for the Diocese of Isiala-Ngwa South (Nigeria)  

DIOCESE OF DELAWARE – Pray for St. James Millcreek, Wilmington. The Rev Ben Rockwell, Rector 

 
MEETINGS 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY – You are invited to join in a study of scripture with others 
seeking to know God. Each Wednesday we will gather at 10:00 a.m. in the Lounge to consider 
the words of the Gospel for the coming Sunday. While we will be meeting in person, if you 
would like to join us by Zoom, please let the office know. I hope that you will join us. Sarah  

   

VESTRY MEETINGS: Vestry meetings are scheduled on the following dates: October 20th  

 

WORSHIP MEETING: The Worship meetings are usually scheduled on the fourth Sunday of 
the month. 

 

HEALING SERVICES are generally held on the first Sunday of each month in the Chapel 
immediately following the 10am worship service. They have been scheduled on the following 
dates: October 6, November 3rd & December 1st. 
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FUNDRAISER EVENT 

 
 
     WILLIAMS SYNDROME ASSOCIATION: Check out the Bender Twins’    
     Team fundraising page! Click on the link below for more information and to                           
     donate to this wonderful Association on behalf of Samantha and Autumn! (If you are unable to 
open the link below, copy and paste into your URL.) 

     https://events.williams-syndrome.org/team/500609 
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Aidan Brown  

Gracelynn Ruggieri  

Anna Kelley  

Aj Luckey  

Alex DeMaio  

Dave Mahoney  

Nicholas Azwol  

Emma Warrington  
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2024 STEWARDSHIP 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES are available if you would like to use them.  
 
PLEDGE CARDS received will be linked to your envelope, if you desire to use the envelopes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

A &D CHALLENGE GRANT 
   The Work has been completed on our new roof, however our work has just begun, as part of our A&D Loan 
terms we have requested a Challenge Grant in the amount of $5,000.  This mean if we raise $5,000 The A&D 
Committee will Match it!  If you would like to contribute, please make sure you put a note on your check or 
offertory envelope that lets us know that it should go towards the Challenge Grant. Also, be on the look out 
for other Fundraising activities! If you have any fundraiser ideas please contact Tina!  
                                                                                                       

                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$1520 (30%) 
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                                          DINING FOR DOLLARS!!!!!!  
 We have Dining for Dollars events scheduled Mark your Calendars and start spreading the word! 
Flyers are available in the hall; Flyers must be presented to server in order for us to get the credit.  If 
you would like to dine together, please email the office so we can make the appropriate reservations. 
The “dinner group” will meet at 6pm on the day of the event.   Please see Tina if you have any 
questions.  Remember the more people we have attend ALL DAY The greater the benefit to St 
James!!!  
 

Wednesday October 16th- Café Napoli  

 

                                 Boscov's Friends Helping Friends Event.  

 
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Place: All Boscov's stores and online 

Store hours that day: 8AM to 11PM 

We have been given the opportunity to make money for our Roof Challenge Grant. 
Boscov's has provided 25% Off Discount Shopping Passes. Customers donating $5.00 to our 
roof fund will receive this Shopping Pass.  

 
 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 
 To submit exciting details about achievements about your Young Person, please email information (and if 
you desire, a picture) to: stjamesnew@verizon.net Please know that by sending us a picture, you will be 
authorizing and agreeing to having your youth’s picture appear in our newsletter. 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 Altar Flowers: After Easter, if you would like to place flowers on the altar in thanksgiving or in memory of 
a loved one, flower forms are available on the table in the church foyer, or you may contact the church office. 
The cost for flowers is $30.00. Checks should be made payable to: St. James Church. Please write “Altar 
Flowers” on the memo line of your check. The check can be placed in the Offering plate or dropped off at the 
office.  
 
 Memorial Garden Bricks- Tina will be placing an order for Bricks in the memorial garden, If you would 
like to purchase one please let tina know ASAP The order will be placed at the end of the month. The cost is 
$100.  
                                                    



7 

 

 
                                                        Election Prayer 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges. 
Guide the people of the United States in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful 
administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your 
purposes. 
Grant that your holy and life-giving Spirt may so move every human heart that barriers which divide us may 
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease, that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and 
peace. 
Help us, in the midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred and 
bitterness, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect. 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
 
\                                                                  CONTACT INFORMATION  

St. James Episcopal Church 
 2 S. Augustine Street, Newport  

Wilmington, DE 19804 ∙ 302-994-2029 
 

 OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
Know – God Love – People 

 Nurture – One Another Serve – The Community 
 

 Rector: The Rev. Sarah Nelson 
 Services: Sunday – 10:00 a.m.  

E-mail: stjamesnew@verizon.net 
 
 

ST. JAMES VESTRY 
 

Sr. Warden: George McDowell 
Jr. Warden: Tina Geist 

 
Christian Education Chair:  Tina Geist 
Finance: George McDowell/Tina Geist 

Outreach Chairs: Dawn Martinez and Janice Fischbach 
Pastoral Care Chairs: Dawn Martinez and Marti LaRue 

Property Chairs: Tom Reilly and Andi Bender 
Hospitality/Fellowship Chairs: Marti LaRue and Carol Hall 

Worship Chairs: John Grim and Dawn Martinez 
Recording Secretary: Marti LaRue 

Clerk of the Vestry: Janice Fischbach 
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 Prayer for Ukraine 
God of peace and justice, 
we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, 
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, 
for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, 
that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby 
Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell 

 
Prayer in the Midst of Violence 
 Lord, in our shock and confusion, we come before you 
 in our grief and despair in the midst of hate, 
 in our sense of helplessness in the face of violence, 
  We lean on you. 
 
 For the families of those who have been killed, we pray. 
 For the shooters – help us to pray, Lord. 
 For the communities that have lost members, their anger, grief, fear, 
  We pray. 
 
 For the churches striving to be your light in darkness 
 beyond comprehension, 
  We pray. 
 
 Lord of all, gather us up – your creatures, your world –  
 and bring an end to the violence. 
  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 Amen. 
 
 Taken from “Prayer for mass violence” by Grace Claus 
 written for faithward  
 
 
Prayer for Refugees 
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness  
and brought them to the promised land. 
Guide us now so that, following your Son, we may  
walk alongside vulnerable refugee families as 
they build a new life in the county of your love and mercy.  Amen.9 
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Marti LaRue 


